Name: SIU Pui Yee, Chloe (SID: 6612946)
Doctor of Policy Studies
Lingnan University, Hong Kong

The Strategic Policies in Promoting Youth Social Mobility in Hong Kong by Adopting National Development Initiatives
1. Introduction
 Young people are the valuable assets to the development of society. The Hong Kong government emphases that both the government and the community should
attach great importance to nurturing young people as they are the future pillars of Hong Kong.
 However, the young generations nowadays are facing numerous barriers in career prospects, achievement of upward social mobility and escapement of poverty.
 Since 2016, the Government has tried to boost youth social mobility through by adopting the National Development Initiatives and addressing young people's
concerns on education and career pursuit. The study discusses the issues of social mobility facing young people in Hong Kong, reviews policy approach of the Hong
Kong Government and proposes research methodologies to explore the attitudes and expectations among the young people view’s on such policy.

2. Obstacles to Youth Social Mobility in Hong Kong (Policy innovation and coordination office, 2013)

Education:

 Face barriers to quality education and upward social mobility
(Especially for the low-income and less-educated families).
 Mismatch of the traditional tertiary education structure to the job market.
 Lack of a start-up culture for innovation and entrepreneurship.

Employment:

 Fail in career prospects and upward social mobility.
 Youth unemployment rates have been increasing in recent years.

Housing:

 Unable to achieve home ownership due to high property prices.
 Take a longer time to save up money for a down payment.
Working youths aged 15-24: Service and sales workers
HK$ 9,880
(2001): 23.6%

(2011): 34.0%

(1991): 21.0%
A trend of youths working as lower‐wage service and sales workers from 21%
(1991) to 34% (2011). (Legislative council, 2015)

54.6% agreed “There
were insufficient
opportunities in Hong
Kong for upward social
mobility”. 1
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58.1% agreed “The

career development
opportunities of the
current youth generation
is worse”. 2

Reflections:

 The widening of inequalities and reduction of opportunities in social mobility
have been emerging in the last decade. The Hong Kong Government should be
aware of the interconnections between political and economic concerns from
young people.
 A similar situation regarding housing needs also happens in the UK (i.e. illegal
overcrowding houses; high cost of living in London). The challenges of youth
social mobilities also appear in different international cities.
 With the development of the GBA initiative, young people may have more
opportunities to enter universities, enjoy wider choices of academic disciplines
and get employed as professionals.

4. Strategic policies from Hong Kong Government
 National Strategies in 2016
“Outline of the 13th Five-Year Plan for the National Economic and Social
Development of the People’s Republic of China” (National People's Congress, 2016):

 Co-operation between the Mainland and Hong Kong in the areas of social
and livelihood issues.
￭ Policies from Hong Kong Government
(Documents Reviews on the HKSAR’s Policy Address from 2016-2020)

81.5% agreed “When

•Education and Training:

Life Planning activities, Youth exchange and internship in the
Mainland (Hong Kong government, 2016)
Internship opportunities in the Mainland, the Belt and Road
countries (Hong Kong government, 2017)

compared with the last
generation, it is more difficult for
the current young generation to
get on the property ladder”.3

A telephone survey result from with 707 respondents aged 18 or above (香港亞太研究所, 2013)
A telephone survey result from with 714 respondents aged 18 or above (Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, 2015b)
A telephone survey result from with 704 respondents aged 18 or above (Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, 2015a)

•Career and Development Opportunities:

Youth Develop Fund, Entrepreneurship & Matching Fund for
starting business in the GBA (Hong Kong government, 2018)
Create opportunities to study, work & live in the GBA (Hong
Kong government, 2020a)
GBA Youth Employment Scheme for local university graduates
(Hong Kong government, 2020a)

3. Summary of selected seminars
“Accommodating Discontent: Youth, social conflict and the housing
question in Hong Kong” (Forrest & Xian, 2018). (A class discussion)

 The obstacles of home ownership facing by young people from wider political
perspectives.
 The youth’s expectations towards the government role in the housing matters
(Chart 1).
 Methods: A telephone interview with random sampling can help to receive
qualitative data from a large sample size (N=1,050).

“Internationalizing higher education in the Greater Bay Area (GBA):
Challenges for Mainland Universities” (Prof. Jack WK CHAN, San Yuet Sen University, China)

 There are the possibilities of setting international higher education hubs at the
GBA. However, the discrepancies in systems of different provinces also hinder
its development.
 Methods: Literature reviews on higher education gave audiences a better
understanding on the challenges for collaboration policy of GBA among the
cities.

“Inside the world of middle-class Hong Kong transnational property
investors: ‘5980 miles to my second home” (Dr. KH HANG, University of Helsinki, Finland)

 The reasons and the motivation of some wealthy Hong Kong people in buying
prosperities in UK.
 Methods: Qualitative research: in-depth Interviews; Ethnography research:
reviewing newspaper, attending property fairs and meetings in Hong Kong;
conducting fieldwork in London and Liverpool.
Chart 1: Attitudes towards the role of Hong Kong government (%)
(Forrest & Xian, 2018)
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90% agreed “The government
should provide more assisted
home ownership flats”.
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5. Policy Implications
 Housing issue for the Hong Kong young people is yet to be addressed. Scholars
and political parties suggested developing the GBA residential communities to
meet the living needs of Hong Kong youths (HK01, 2017).
 The career and development policies focus on undergraduates. The
Government should consider the young people from various backgrounds
(including those from low-income families) in order to promote equalities.

6. Conclusion and Recommendations
 The Government has initiated the policies, in relation to the national strategies
development, for providing more opportunities towards youth social mobilities.
 Lack of research and findings about effectiveness of the policies: The HKSAR
Government does not maintain relevant statistics on youth employment in the
GBA (Hong Kong government, 2020b).
Future studies to review the effectiveness of the policies that benefit to youth
social mobilities:
 In-dept interview: Hong Kong eentrepreneurs who intend to start their
businesses in the GBA; Young people who join the programmes from the
Internship and Exchange Opportunities.
 Survey: questionnaire to collect both quantitative and qualitative opinions from
youth of secondary schools and Universities.
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